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It was my absolute pleasure to return to the 
Columbia Sailing Team as the head coach this 
fall and I was thrilled to be a part of the great 
strides the team made in 2016.  While CUST 
has experienced some adversity over the past 
couple seasons, I was tremendously impressed 
by the dedication, desire to learn, level of 
accountability, and team-first attitude of this 
particular group of sailors. Experienced and 
newer sailors alike embraced an elevated 
required commitment, which paid dividends 
both on and off the water.  A special thank you 
to executive board members who all stepped 
up to set this positive tone and congratulations 
to our new appointees.  We have a fantastic 
group of student leaders who will surely 
continue the progress the team has made this 
year.
 
While we are lucky to have such a passionate 
group of sailors to help lead the team forward, I 
can’t overstate the importance of the continued 
support of our alumni base. This fall saw 
fantastic alumni involvement at events such as 
the Hamilton Burr Regatta and the Alumni 
Regatta and I look forward to their continued 
engagement. Please stay on the lookout for 
more opportunities to interact with the team 
moving forward and my sincerest thanks to all 
our alumni for their time and generosity. CUST 
would not exist without your help and support, 
and I know I speak for the whole team when I 
say that we are incredibly grateful.

-Conor Cashel

 

Fall 2016 
Coach’s Note 

A note from former 
Columbia Sail ing 
Captain and current 
Head Coach, Conor 
Cashel



 

It was an honor to serve as captain for another 
semester for the sport and the team that I love 
most. The fall sailing season is my favorite as the 
fall always brings with it new faces and team 
improvement to CUST.  This year, the team 
welcomed many new freshmen and even some 
sophomore and junior transfers to the CUST 
family. With a total of 26 new sailors, this is one 
of the largest groups in CUST history! This 
season the team relished in CUST traditions 
whi le a l so mak ing great compet i t i ve 
improvements.  The team traveled to a total of 
seven regattas and ended the season on a high 
note with a top-ten finish at MAISA Qualifiers. 
We l o o k f o r w a rd t o m a k i n g m o re 
improvements in the future, and hope to 
compete at the America Trophy Regatta this 
spring.

The greatest advancement for the team this 
season was with regards to coaching. This 
season alumnus Conor Cashel assumed the 
role of CUST head coach. He provided the 
team with exemplary leadership and advanced 
sai l ing knowledge , creating a practice 
environment where both new and seasoned 
sailors were able to better their sailing skills. 
Coach Cashel has shown to the entire team the 
importance of having a dedicated and extremely 
qualified coach.

Sadly, coach Cashel will be leaving CUST after 
this spring season as he pursues a career in 
sports management. To continue the great 
progress initiated by coach Cashel, the team will 
need a well-qualified full time coach who can 
commit to many years of service in the future. 
Our goal this year is raise enough funds to hire 
a full time coach, and we hope to meet this 
target at the Fifth Annual Winter Fundraiser.  I 
cannot overstate how much the team 
appreciates all of the generous support 
throughout the years from alumni and friends of 
CUST; without you all, none of what we do 
would be possible.

-Adam DeVita, CC ‘18  

 

Fall 2016  
Captain’s 
Note

A note from our 
beloved Captain, 
Adam DeVita.



With our docks back in working order, a well-
versed sailor and alumnus as our new coach, 
and dozens of shining new faces augmenting 
familiar ones at our first Monday meeting, 
CUST was bound to have an excellent Fall 2016 
season.

This season, CUST redoubled its improvement 
efforts on and off the water.  Attending biweekly 
workouts led by Fernand Le Fevre, Co-Captain 
and certified personal trainer, team members 
worked on their physical fitness. Coach Conor 
and Captain Adam led chalk talks to strengthen 
strategical thinking. During practice, sailors 
honed their boat handling skills and tactics 
through competitive drills. 

This intensive dedication paid off: in Fall 2016, 
CUST boasted a 1st place finish at the 
McCurdy Memorial Regatta, a 7th at the MAISA 
North Qualifier, and three more top-ten 
finishes at the Henry Luce Trophy Regatta, the 
Jesuit Interconference, and the Jack Boehringer 
'52 Memorial Regatta.

This season, our team grew larger, our sailors 
stronger, our ambitions higher, our members 
closer. Driven by the success of the fall and well 
prepared for the spring, CUST looks forward to 
another excellent season!

 

Season’s 
Highlights



 

Alumni 
Events Recap

Over the past year, we’ve expanded our alumni 
network, forging new bonds between past and current 
Columbia sailors. Much of this growth is thanks to the 
dedication of Catalina Feder, CUST’s 2015-16 Alumni 
Chair who worked tirelessly to reconnect with former 
CUST members. Because everything we do is made 
possible by the strength of these relationships and the 
generous contributions of alumni, one cannot 
overstate the importance of her work and the thanks 
we owe both her and our community of alumni.  As 
the season comes to a close and Catalina exits her 
position on the Officer Board, she has reflected on 
the past year in alumni events.

This past year has been an exciting one for 
alumni engagement. I stepped into the role during 
the fall of my freshman year in 2015 and, together 
with the help of the board, worked to reconnect 
the alumni network. We worked to re-vamp old 
traditions such as the alumni regatta in the fall 
and the annual winter fundraiser, while also 
forging new traditions such as casual get-
togethers at 1020 to bring together the CUST 
community. Looking ahead in 2017, CUST has a 
big year in store, with many more opportunities 
to get involved. Thank you to the alumni base for 
welcoming me into the role! I look forward to 
another year of CUST traditions!

-Catalina Feder, BC ’19

This season brought with it many exciting alumni 
events, from age-old practices like the Hamilton-
Burr Regatta to new activities that we hope 
become tradition.  As our alumni network grew 
this past year, we were reminded of how vital the 
alumni community is to the team and we are 
thrilled to watch this relationship continue to 
flourish in the future. Below is a recap of the 
alumni events of the Fall 2016 Season. To many 
more events to come!

HAMILTON-BURR REGATTA

In the year 1804, Columbia alumnus Alexander 
Hamilton and Princeton graduate Aaron Burr 
dueled on the banks of the Hudson River. 
Centuries later, Columbia and Princeton sailors 
return to the Hudson to duke it out once more 
at the Hamilton-Burr Regatta. This year on 
September 10th, CUST successfully defended its 
title thanks to the phenomenal racing of its 
alumni in all three fleets. 

ALUMNI REGATTA

The following day brought current and former 
Columbia sailors alike to the hidden paradise just 
off the mainland known as City Island for the 
annual Alumni Regatta. Hosted by undergrads, 
Columbia sailing alumni competed for the 
prestigious Hapgood Trophy.  This year’s regatta 
boasted a record turnout.  After a tough day of 
racing, the fleet was forced to come in due to 
heavy wind conditions. Despite being wet and 
tired, everyone had a great time!



 
 

 

Upcoming 
Events

cust abroad

The Winter Fundraiser is a night of festivities and 
fun in support of Columbia Sailing. Our fifth 
annual  Winter Fundraiser will be held on Friday 
the 24th of February at the New York Yacht Club. 
We hope to see you there! For more details and 
to RSVP, visit our Eventbrite page, linked here.

Winter Break is a time to relax, catch up with family and friends, and 
explore new places. Let’s see where our CUSTies ended up this holiday! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/columbia-sailing-annual-winter-fundraiser-tickets-30859153559
Max Moosburger spends NYE with visiting friends in Austria

Claire Johnston celebrates NYE in Seattle

David Treatman takes in San Francisco’s sights

Luke Pelessone,  Adam DeVita, and Marc Pelessone enjoy a boys’ night out in NYC

Michaella Schaszberger hits the slopes in the Aspen Highlands

Mateo Navarro relaxes with family in Argentina

Catalina Feder explores the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in NYC

Lily Taylor soaks up some sun while sailing in Saint Croix

David Treatman and Alyssa Hsing have a mini CUST meet-up in San Francisco

Alyssa Hsing enjoys fresh snow in Tahoe

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/columbia-sailing-annual-winter-fundraiser-tickets-30859153559


As a freshman in GS, it is very easy to feel alone on 
campus. Most GS students do not live in the dorm 
buildings and many feel estranged from other 
freshmen because of differences in age or 
experience. When I first arrived at Columbia, I had a 
hard time connecting with people and struggled to 
find a place where I felt that I had purpose and 
value. 

I grew up sailing a sunfish on Barnegat Bay, New 
Jersey during the 
summers, so when I 
heard that there was 
a sai l ing team at 
C o l u m b i a , I w a s 
excited to join. I 
thought that I had 
finally found a group 
where I could fit in.

The first practice was 
one of the hardest 
days for me at school. 
I realized immediately 
that collegiate sailing 
is athletic, intense, 
and more complex 
than I was used to. I went from feeling like an 
experienced sailor to being a newbie flailing around 
and getting hit by the boom.

I was so discouraged after the first day that I 
considered walking away from the team. However, 
those at practice convinced me to return the next 

day. Looking back, I am so grateful that I did. The 
warm and fostering environment of the team not 
only allowed me to celebrate my love of sailing and 
improve my skills, but also made me a part of one of 
the closest groups on campus. Now, my best friends 
on campus are from the team and my abilities as a 
sailor have improved vastly. 

Coming into school, I had absolutely no idea which 
path I wanted to take.  While I still haven't figured it 

out, I have found 
a s u p p o r t i v e 
community in 
this team. What 
m a ke s C U S T 
good is that it 
takes students 
w h o m i g h t 
otherwise have 
never met and 
u n i t e s t h e m 
around a shared 
p a s s i o n . B u t 
w h a t m a k e s 
CUST great is 
t h a t i t t ake s 
students who 

might otherwise 
have never met and makes them family. I hope that 
the bonds I’ve created continue to grow even 
stronger, and that more students can discover the 
comfort and excitement that comes with CUST.  
Here’s to a great season, and many more to come!

-David Treatman, GS ’20

 

First-Year 
Perspective

A first year in Columbia’s School of 
General Studies and newly elected 2017 
CUST Officer, David Treatman shares his 
experience joining the CUST family.



 

Captain: Adam DeVita, CC ’18 

Co-Captain: Nicholas Houchois, SEAS ’19 

Treasurer: Antonia Leggett, CC ’19 

Secretary: Bailey Fryer, SEAS ’18 

Alumni Chair: Elizabeth Keeney, BC ’19 

Communications Chair: Isabel de la Torre, CC ’20 

Merchandise Chair: David Treatman, GS ’20 

Social Chair: Louisa Maza, SEAS ’18

2017 Officers’ Board

Thank You 
The new board would like to thank the 2016 officers for 
all of the hard work they put into the team to make this 
past season so successful.  The new board is looking 
forward to another great year of sailing at Columbia!



DONORS
Paolo Mikael Bertolotti
Nathaniel Albert Byerly
Christopher Chan
Karen and Alex Connolly
Joyce W and Thomas M DeVita
Naha Dixit
Catherine Duggan
Arthur A Feder, Esq.
Kelley and William Fryer
Janet and Scott Keeney
Skip Kershaw
Richard W Leonard
Laura W Maranto
Yuval Millet
Daniel Armand Nassar
Barbara and Bruce Paulsen
Deborah Spar
Paul Robert Stegmann
Marta and José de la Torre
Oliver Keyan Wai
Cynthia A and Christopher H Willis

Terrence Tsy Wah Yee
Lili and Pierre Le Fèvre

ENSIGN SPONSORS
John William Croll
Andrew Feder
Luke Pelessone
Kristen W and Jon F Pressman
Frank Rinaldi
Audrey and Eli Weinberg

CAPTAIN SPONSORS
Nicholas J Serwer, Esq.
Riann Allison Smith and Jon-Claude Zucconi

COMMODORE SPONSORS
Jeannine D and Nicholas R Lubar

GRAND ADMIRAL SPONSOR
Winter Fundraiser Underwriter - Please 
contact Alumni Chair Elizabeth Keeney at 
efk2119@barnard.edu for details

 

2016 DONORS

As a team, we want to thank you all for your generous donations to Columbia University Sailing. As 
a club sport, we rely heavily on the kindness of alumni, family, and friends to make possible all we 
do. From boat repairs and improving our equipment to hiring a coach and attending away regattas, 
your contributions go a long way, and we promise we are putting your considerate gifts to good 
use.

This past year, CUST was faced with much adversity; through your support, we emerged on the 
other side stronger than ever. 2017 will be a pivotal year for CUST as we look to hire our first full-
time coach and continue building on our success in the fall season. On behalf of all members of 
Columbia University Sailing, thank you for all you have done and continue to do for us. 

mailto:efk2119@barnard.edu


 

Check us out online: 

www.columbiasail.com 

www.facebook.com/columbiasailing 

www.instagram.com/columbiasailing 

We rely on the generosity of our alumni and parents to 
support the Annual Fund. This fund allows us to travel to 

regattas, improve our facilities, and employ our coach. Please 
consider contributing via mail or online at 

https://www.columbiasail.com/donate

http://WWW.columbiasail.com
http://www.facebook.com/columbiasailing
http://www.instagram.com/columbiasailing
http://WWW.columbiasail.com
http://www.facebook.com/columbiasailing
http://www.instagram.com/columbiasailing

